July 5, 2010

DEAR PARENTS:

We are so excited to greet your children tomorrow!  Here are some notes about what they can expect in the morning.

MORNING LINE UP and DISMISSAL:  Our wonderful counselor staff will be waiting outside as of 9:15 AM each morning to greet your children.  They will have signs for each group. We will go inside together at 9:30 AM. We will accompany your child out of the building in the afternoon for dismissal, so please do not come into the building.  (Please note that this is a change from previous years.)  If you need to pick your child up early, send a note that morning and a staff member will meet you at the door.  Our location is the door to the left when you are facing the horseshoe.  Please check your child out each day by making personal contact with your child’s counselor so that we make sure each child is picked up safely.   If your child is allowed to leave on his/her own, he or she must sign out with the counselor before leaving.

ATTIRE:  All children should come prepared to dance, act and sing!  This means all children should have sneakers, closed rubber bottomed-sandals (like merrills, e.g.,) or dance shoes.  If they want to come in crocs or flip flops, and then leave their dance shoes at the school, there will be a place for that.  

PREPARATION FOR THE HEAT:  It is going to be really hot this week.  There will be air conditioning in the auditorium, and fans in the cafeteria and classrooms.  But it will be hot.  We will take breaks for water, and your children are welcome to bring water bottles.  Children will have the option to go outside or stay inside for recess.  We will look for the shade!

THE FOLDER SYSTEM:  Each child will receive a folder.  The script will “live” in that folder.  Also, any forms, notices, artwork, etc., will come and go in that folder.  If your child is going for a play date after camp or has different person picking him or her up, notes should come in the folder.  This system is similar to what is used in the Glen Ridge elementary schools.  So hopefully the kids are used to it and it will work well for the summer too.

T-SHIRT THURSDAYS:  Tomorrow, all your kids will get their t-shirts.  We would like all kids to wear their t-shirts on Thursdays.  We would also like to serve ice-pops on Thursdays.  If that is a problem for any of the kids, please let us know.  

CAMP RULES:  We will go over the following rules with your children tomorrow, but it will help if you can reinforce them at home.


1.
Counselors should be listened to and respected at all times.  They have been working very hard to get ready for camp and are prepared to take excellent care of your children.


2.
We are in the wing of the Ridgewood Avenue School.  As we will explain to the children, the Glen Ridge Board of Education very kindly lets us use this space for our summer program.  The kids are to stay in the wing at all times, and are not allowed in other parts of the building, unless accompanied by a counselor.


3. 
We have 15-minute breaks in between each workshop.  This will be a time for kids to go to the bathroom, get some water, change shoes, etc.  The younger kids will always go to the bathroom with a counselor.  The Quaker Oats and Chili Peppers will be allowed to go in pairs.  However, no child of any age should ever leave his or her group without letting one of their counselors know.


4.
Starting on Wednesday, we will have “sharing time” in auditorium in the morning before breaking off into our groups.  This is a time for any child to sing a song, tell a story, do a skit, or anything related to the performing arts, for the rest of the group.  This will teach the children to be respectful of the auditorium, get used to performing, and also get used to being a good audience and a supportive part of the team.  So if your child has a favorite song to sing, or scene to act out, he or she can “bring it on!”  They can bring in sheet music, read us a story, bring in a cd to dance to, anything!  We will keep a list, and so if anyone doesn’t get to go on a particular day, they will go the next day or day after.

STICKER SYSTEM:  When children are good listeners, helpers, friends, etc., they will get a sticker.  When a child accumulates 10 stickers on his/her folder, he/she will get a certificate and a prize from the prize jar.  Our mission is to nurture confidence, creativity and compassion through the performing arts.  Caring hearts and helping hands are more important to us than perfect pitch or pirouettes!  

FORMS TO FILL OUT AND SEND IN WITH YOUR CHILD

CAST FORM:  Please fill out the attached cast form and send it in with your child tomorrow, if possible, or by the end of the week at the latest.  

PLAYBILL:  We do a playbill where parents usually send “break a leg” wishes to their children.  This is also a great place to advertise your business, as the Gas Lamp family is very loyal to our supporters.  An ad form may be downloaded from the website and is also attached to this email.  It is due July 29th – NO EXCEPTIONS!

DVD ORDER FORM:  Kondreck Videos does an amazing job each summer capturing the performance on dvd.  If you would like one, please send in the DVD order form as soon as possible.  The dvds are $35 each to cover Chris Kondreck’s cost of the equipment and his labor.  He does close ups, edits, and they are really high quality.  If you would like a VHS tape instead, please let us know. 

That’s it for now.  We can’t wait until tomorrow!

Jessica Sporn

